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Dear Friends,

We began the year 2021 with much optimism, 

but now we are confronted with situations that 

are heartbreaking, more threatening than the 

COVID-19 experience of 2020. Dark clouds are 

looming over India as we have entered the 

second stage of this dreadful pandemic.  It looks 

like the third surge is round the corner. All that we 

have experienced and learned in 2020 seem to 

have ended in smoke. We became confident 

and our leaders became overconfident that we 

had defeated the virus and so we got engrossed 

with our activities, daily life's chores and almost 

got back to normalcy. It reminds me of the 

Scripture passage; “When the unclean spirit has 

gone out of a person, it wanders through 

waterless regions looking for a resting place, but 

it finds none. Then it says, 'I will return to my 

house from which I came.' When it comes, it 

finds it empty, swept, and put in order. Then it 

goes and brings along seven other spirits more 

evil than itself, and they enter and live there: and 

the last state of that person is worse than the first. 

So will it be also with this evil generation”. Mt 12: 

43-45

We are shaken by the daily news that comes to 

us from all over. The distressing sight of dead 

bodies in queues to be cremated, the wailing of 

who have lost their loved ones! A horrified sight, 

its like a nightmare. A friend from Italy messaged 

me, 'following the news of what is happening in 

your country (India), is like watching a horror 

movie'. Yes, the grim reality of our country is 

shocking, beyond words. It's alarming us to what 

tomorrow holds for us. The virus is still 

determined to teach us and our leaders a lesson 

– to waken our Divine DNA. Love and grief go 

hand in hand. Sometimes it is the deep grief we 

feel during loss that awakens us to the depth and 

sincerity of our love. But are we and our leaders 

ready, open to that? Our country is gripped by 

the virus, millions of our brothers and sisters are 

saddened, broken, desperate, struck dumb and 

bewildered. Yes, the all-embracing virus is 

teaching us to be more humane, sensitive, 

compassionate towards others.  M. Gandhi 

said; "Jesus lived and died in vain if He did not 

teach us to regulate the whole of life by the 

eternal law of love." 

Amidst this time of painful experiences of life, our 

job is to be who we say we are and who God says 

we are-carriers of the divine image, our Divine 

DNA. “My deepest me is God,” as St. Catherine 

of Genoa said. When we look at how the dead 

bodies of COVID-19 victims are mass cremated, 

we bow our heads and question ourselves – 

what is our life? While living through this 

appalling time of the pandemic, it is normal for 

us to be weak, or to have negativity within us, or 

to lack clarity on God's plan for us. But in any 

case, the challenge for us is to hold high the 

banner of our faith in God, just like Job in the 

Bible. No matter how Job was tested, he 

maintained his faith. No matter what refinement 

we undergo, what God requires of us is our faith 

and love for Him. Even if we are surrounded by 

untold suffering, death as now, our life is not 

meaningless and insignificant. We are not 

without a great purpose in this world. We have a 

royal past and a prophetic future, which 

challenge us to live and face the present with 

FAITH in God.  

This is the time for a reset of our priorities. 

Pandemics do not discriminate between those 

who can afford good healthcare and those who 

can't. The virus does not recognise privilege or 

rank. COVID-19 is a pandemic of a great 

equalizer. Protecting a few, while ignoring the 

needs of the many might work in the case of 

diseases and other sicknesses, but not in the 

case of an all-embracing COVID-19 pandemic. If 

the pandemic did teach us something, apart 

WE don't know  

Editor’s Message!

the FUTURE

but GOD KNOWS

from how to wash our hands, wear masks, 

maintain social distancing, it is the fact that we 

need each other.   

Our faith is required when something cannot be 

seen by the naked eye, and our faith is required 

when we cannot let go of our own notions. When 

we do not have clarity about God's doing, what is 

required of us is to have faith and to take a firm 

stance. When Job reached this point, God 

appeared to him and spoke to him. If we cannot 

find meaning for human suffering, hold firm to 

our faith in God, humanity will be in trouble. Faith 

will show us what to do with our pain, with the 

absurd, the tragic, the trauma, the unjust. The 

challenge for us is to transform our pain, if not we 

will most assuredly transmit it.

When the Lord Jesus performed miracles, He 

spoke only one word of rebuke to the wind and 

sea, and they were calmed; with one word, He 

summoned Lazarus out of his tomb and he 

came alive after being dead for 4 days. Only God 

can bring people back to life, turn nothing into 

something and something into nothing—the 

authority of God cannot be measured with our 

joy and happiness nor our sufferings and pains! 

Let us hold high the banner of HOPE & FAITH.

Sr. Sania Josephine Chakre
Editor
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Freshers' Social

Auxilium Senior Secondary School, Tinsukia eagerly 
welcomed the new comers (Class XI) to the 
Institution on 30th January 2021 after a bleak picture 
shown by Covid-19. Welcoming the young and 
uprising stars all dressed in colorful attire on that 
sweet and memorable day was the first formal 
function of the year as the students looked forward to 
an amazing get-together. The students of Class XII, 
brought forth their leadership qualities and 
organizational skills during the programme as we 
witnessed their talents and creativity through cultural 
songs, dances and drama. The new students were also 
given time to introduce themselves and to showcase 
their talents and interests. The successful celebration 
was the outcome of shared responsibility among the 
Sisters, Teachers and students of Class XII. The 
students were grateful to Sr Jessy, the Principal for 
permitting them to organize such a beautiful 
programme and for her over-all supervision. 

Sports Day 

Games and Sports play a vital role in shaping a 
student's over-all personality. Co-curricular activities 
help to bring out the inner potentialities of the 
students. Therefore, Auxilium Senior Secondary 
School observed Sports' Day on 12 February 2021 in 
the school premises. The field activities started 
solemnly with March Past and Aerobics Competition. 
The students, grouped into four viz. Blue, Green, Red 
and Yellow, participated in all the Games with a true  
sportsmanship spirit. The Sisters and teachers took 
hold of the over-all conduct of each game. The events 

in which the students participated were 100m 
Race,200m Race, 400m Race, Relay Race, Obstacle 
Race, Brick Race, Square Ball and Kho-Kho. The 
enthusiasm and whole-hearted participation of the 
students in the games impressed the Sisters and 
teachers. The declaration of the results and prize 
distribution marked the climax of the eventful and 
exciting day.

Staff Picnic

The Staff of  Auxilium Senior Secondary School, 
Tinsukia went for Picnic to a beautiful river-side at 
Nazirating, Digboi, 30kms away from Tinsukia. 
Sr Jessy Nedumala, the Principal and three Sisters 
joined the staff.

Songs and snacks made the journey a befitting 
beginning to a fun-filled day. On reaching the spot, the 
picnickers were mesmerized by nature's bounty, with 
lush greenery and the placid water of the river. The 
Staff did not leave a chance to capture the beautiful 
moments and scenery in the form of photographs. The 

lunch was shared in a shady place at 12:15 pm which 
satisfied everyone. The staff had more time to get 
themselves lost amidst the natural setting till they 
started back their return journey at 2:00 pm, carrying 
along with them pleasurable moments to be 
cherished.

Parting Social

The 'bitter-sweet' moment of bidding adieu to the 
senior students (Class XII) was arranged on 3rd 
March 2021. With heavy hearts and warm wishes, the 
Programme started at 9:30 am. To set the ball rolling, 
a Prayer song was sung, invoking God for the welfare 
of all. Starting with the Past Pupils' Enrollment, each 
out-going student was given  a badge and a card as a 
sign of belonging to the Auxilium family.

Another important event that took place after the Past 
Pupils' Enrollment was the most awaited Prize 
Distribution Ceremony. The winners of various 
competitions and events that were held during the 
year were given away their merited prizes. The Best 
House Award was secured by the Blue House. The 
day then centered on the parting social event. A 
welcome speech directed the motive of the day 
followed by songs, dances and skit that colored the 
whole day. Sr Jessy Nedumala, the Principal 
delivered her valuable speech and conveyed her best 
wishes for the vast journey of their lives ahead. The 
teachers dedicated a group song to the senior students 
while they  were also given the chance to share their 
thoughts and experience of the Institution for the past 
two years. The Programme eventually ended with a 
Vote of Thanks from a student of Class XI  and a 
scrumptious lunch shared by everyone.

The glittering eyes reflected the students' excitement 
to step ahead positively. The lessons of life they have 

learnt from the Sisters and teachers shall hopefully 
make their lives resplendent with colors. 

Annual Retreat of the Hostellers 

We, the students of Auxilium Senior Secondary 
School, Tinsukia had two and a half days  Spiritual 

thRetreat from 26th to 28  February 2021. It was 
animated by Fr Yesudas, Sr Shanti and Br. Michael, 

singer and musician. The grace-filled session began 
every morning with the Eucharistic celebration at 
6:30 am. The talks of two and a half days were based 
on the Word of God, the seven capital sins and the Ten 
Commandments for the confession. All the students 
participated actively. It was really an enriching 
experience with Holy Mass, prayer, adoration, and 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The retreat had a 
very prayerful conclusion with adoration. During the 
session many experienced inner healing. At the end of 
the retreat the students thanked the animators through 
songs and few words of gratitude. 

International Women's Day Celebration 

On 8 March 2021, The Auxilium Senior Secondary 
School, Tinsukia observed the International Women's 
Day. The students, attired in their various cultural 
colourful costumes as sign of their appreciation of 
womanhood came to observe the day. During the 
prayer service, they thanked God for the gift of their 
womanhood and prayed for all the women in the 
world.  Highlighting the life of Kiran Bedi, the first 
female Indian Police Service Officer, who spoke of 
her adventurous life and how she reformed one of 
India's toughest prisons and used a new focus on 
prevention and education to turn it into a centre of 
learning and meditation, the students were exhorted 
and encouraged to be women who make difference in 
the society. The lighting of the candle, was a symbolic 
gesture of the power and light in the hands of a 

AUXILIUM TINSUKIA
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ST JOSEPH'S CONVENT, 

TEZPUR

International Women's Day

VIDES members of St Joseph's Convent H.S. 
Tezpur, celebrated International Women's Day on 
8 March 2021 with the domestic and support staff 
of the Institution. They were honoured through a 
short stage program, a small token of gratitude 
along with a light refreshment party. The 
programme was particularly organized to make 
them feel special for the work they do. It was 
indeed a successful one.

Suknya Boro, Cl. IX

This year too like every other year, the International 
Women's Day was celebrated with great pomp. The 
Catholic lady teachers of our school and women of 
our colony were invited for the celebration. Every 
lady was felicitated with a Diamond Jubilee Scarf and 
a badge for the Sisters. The boarders presented items 
highlighting the important role played by the women 
and mothers in the society. On behalf of all the 
women, Mrs. Dayabati Basumatary thanked the 
Sisters for taking the initiative to celebrate Women's 
Day and for making their day special. They were very 
grateful to the Sisters for honouring and appreciating 
them. Tea and snacks were served for their 
refreshment. This celebration brought happiness, 
entertainment and sense of unity to all.

Pilgrimage 

Being the Year of St Joseph, Fr Lakra Markus SDB, 
Rector and Parish Priest of Tangla took the initiative 
to take all the Catechists of our Parish for a pilgrimage 
to different centres. SrMurum Alma and Sr Bhuyan 
Bilashi got the opportunity to go for the pilgrimage 
together with Fr Markus, Fr Tirkey Jeremiah SDB, 
Assistant Parish Priest and the Catechists to 
Dimakuchi, Nagrijuli, Tamulpur, Kumarikata and 
Shasipur on 19 March 2021. They visited different 

Churches for prayer and blessings. Having spent a 
meaningful and an experiential day, they returned in 
the evening.

Sr Cicilia Rapunga

AUXILIUM CONVENT, TANGLA

International Women's Day 

“There is no limit to what we, as women, can 
accomplish.” – Michelle Obama

Every year, March 8 is celebrated as International 
Women's Day all over the globe to mark the 
importance, accelerate equality and to show and 
encourage the achievements of women in every field. 
Women play the roles of a mother, sister, wife, nurse, 
daughter, teacher, etc.

The function began with praise and worship led by 
Guwahati Community Church and the opening prayer 
was said by Ms Sunita Chowdhury and a scripture 
was read from Holy Bible by Ms Zomuani. 
Sr Chittappanattu Bridget FMA, Animator and the 
host of the programme extended a warm welcome to 
all the dignitaries and the participants. Special songs 
were performed by Salvation Army, Satribari 
Christian Hospital, Asia Antioch Seminary, Women 
Development Centre and Ms Sumi Kalita and the 
team. The Christian ministries of women were shared 
by Ms Theresa Ao, Ms Alemla Longkumar, 

Sr Bridget Deingdoh MSMHC, Ms Cheryl Susan 
Tada, Ms Pradipta Rongpipi, Major Muani, Sr Valsa 
MPV, Sr Immacula MC, Ms Pritty Sangma and 
Ms Madhurima Pathak. Ms Pritty Sangma and 
Ms Madurima Pathak were felicitated by Rev. Akheto 
Sema. Bishop Michael Herenz prayed and felicitated 
Sr Valsa MPV, Ms Pradipta Rongpipi and Major 
Muani.

Exhortations were delivered by Rev. Roger Gaikwad, 
Rev. Abhishek, Mr. A.K. Goldsmith, Dr. Jayashree 
Hamse Bora and Mr. Allen Brooks. The felicitation 

ST MARY'S, GUWAHATI

Assam Christian Forum Observes World Day 

of Prayer and Honours Christian Ministries 

of Women.

Assam Christian Forum (ACF), an ecumenical body 
of churches in Assam, observed the World Day of 
Prayer (WDP) on 5 March 2021 at St Mary's H. S. 
School Guwahati. The day was also observed to 
appreciate the ministries of women in various 
C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h e s 
irrespective of denominational 
affiliations; to pray for them, 
and to pray with them for the 
strengthening of the Church in 
its life, witness and service. 
The special invitees for the 
occasion were Most Rev. John 
Moolachira D.D, Arch Bishop 
of  Guwahati ,  Most  Rev. 
Thomas Menamparambil 
S D B ,  D.D,Arch  Bishop 
Emeritus Guwahati, and Rev. 
Michael Herenz, Bishop of 
CNI Church North East India.

World Day of Prayer (WDP) is a global ecumenical 
movement led by Christian women. The origin of 
World Day of Prayer dates back to the 19th Century 
when Christian women initiated a variety of 
cooperative activities in support of women's 
involvement in Christian missions at home and in 
various parts of the world.

The theme for the World Day of Prayer 2021 was 
“Build on a Strong Foundation”, based on Matthew 
7:24-27. Here, Jesus tells the story of the kingdom of 
heaven using the image of a house and the land on 
which the house is built. In this image, the wisdom of 
the builder of the house comes from hearing and 
acting on the Word of God. This is the foundation on 
which women and sisters are called to build homes, 
nations and the world. The WDP encourages 
Christian women to engage in personal prayer and 
take leadership roles. This emphasis on prayer led to 
annual days and weeks of prayer in several parts of the 
world.

woman.  Sr Jessy Nedumala, the Principal in her 
message to the students said, “Every moment should 
be the best and the most memorable moment because 
of the joy one experiences and share that joy with 
others”.
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importance, accelerate equality and to show and 
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ST MARY'S, GUWAHATI
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of Prayer and Honours Christian Ministries 
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Assam Christian Forum (ACF), an ecumenical body 
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C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h e s 
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woman.  Sr Jessy Nedumala, the Principal in her 
message to the students said, “Every moment should 
be the best and the most memorable moment because 
of the joy one experiences and share that joy with 
others”.
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was done to women in ministries by Archbishop John 
Moolachira the Chairman of ACF, Bishop Michael 
Herenz, the Bishop of CNI Church North East India 
and Rev. Akheto Sema the general secretary of 
CBCNEI. The day ended with words of gratitude by 
Mr. A.K. Goldsmith and light refreshment was served 
for all.

Teachers' Seminar at Don Bosco Institute

In order to equip the teachers for teaching in these 
difficult times and to embark on the new academic 
session 2021-22, a seminar entitled “Becoming a 

stTeacher Today- Educating Students of the 21  
Century in the Pandemic Era” was organised for the 
teachers of St Mary's Higher Secondary School, 
Guwahati at Don Bosco Institute, Kharguli. 
Excitement and anticipation rent the air as the 
teachers of St Mary's Higher Secondary School, 
Guwahati were taken to Don Bosco Institute, 
Kharguli on 7 April 2021. The teachers gathered in the 
school premises at around 7:30 am from where they 
were taken to Don Bosco Institute by buses provided 
by the Institute. The teachers were accompanied by 
the Principal, Sr Tessy Davis and Sr Khijurina Tirkey, 
the Vice Principal.

The teachers received a warm welcome as they 
entered the premises of Don Bosco Institute and were 
taken to the auditorium of the Institute which is 
situated on the sixth floor. The day began with 
Sr Magdalene Gongmei, Deputy Director, Education 
of Don Bosco Institute welcoming all the teachers to 
the Institute. The first half of the seminar started with 
warm up activities by Miss Pinky Sarkar whose 

sessions charged the environment and prepared the 
teachers for the day. The lighting of the lamp marked 
the official opening of the seminar with the resource 
person being Fr (Dr) John Parankimalil, Rector and 
Executive Director of Don Bosco Institute who has to 
his credit several titles and awards. Fr John, through 
the seminar, empowered the teachers to become not 
only efficient but also effective. He showed many 
motivational videos to inspire the teachers on how to 
change themselves according to the needs of the 
times. Inspirational videos like how an eagle has to 
undergo change in order to survive made all realise 
that change is never easy but an essential part of one's 
survival and growth. Any change, especially when it 
involves a large number of individuals and 
established system, is very difficult but if an 
individual does not change, then survival becomes 
difficult. He introduced the teachers to concepts 
associated with the current teaching-learning process 
like VUCA (Volatile, Uncertain, Complex and 
Ambiguous) and explained that teaching is an act of 
imparting values, knowledge and skills. He further 
stated that the quality of education depends on a few 
components like Input, Output, Outcome and Impact 
and this is a perennial truth.

The second half of the seminar which was conducted 
post lunch began with Miss Pinky Sarkar's fun filled 
activity sessions. Fr John then described about the 
various kinds of quotients (Intelligence Quotient, 
Attitudinal Quotient, Happiness Quotient, etc), 
learners (visual, auditory and kinaesthetic) and laws 
(Law of Learning, Law of Readiness, Law of 

Exercise, Law of Effect etc). 
The understanding of these 
concepts armed the teachers 
to handle the students 
efficiently and application 
of these concepts will surely 
enhance teaching-learning 
process and make classroom 
teaching effective. Fr John 
also narrated stories from 
Saint John Bosco's life and 
explained the importance of 
the Preventive System of 
Education which motivated 
all the teachers to put in their 

efforts in transforming the dreams of children into 
reality and the teachers pledged never to abandon but 
to accompany the children. He then showed some 
videos to the teachers which made the teachers aware 
of how a teacher can influence a student's life. The 
seminar ended with the distribution of 'Certificate of 
Participation' to all the teachers and Vote of Thanks by 
Sr Magdalene Gongmei.

At around 4:00 pm, tea was served. The seminar has 
helped the teachers to learn new methods and 
techniques in teaching which will help to create an 
effective learning environment and improve teaching-
learning in classrooms during this pandemic era.

Dr Anannya Acharjee

AUXILIUM SOLABASTI

Graduation Day

Graduation Day is a day every student proudly look 
forward to. AuxiliumTroncatti Home, Solabasti held 
its graduation day on 9 December 2020. Fr Ajay Minj 
SJ from St Xavier's College, Solabasti was the Chief 
Guest for the occasion. 

The program commenced with Sr Komolina, 
Programme Director delivering the welcome address. 
The Bodo and Sadri dancers enthralled the gathering 
with their lively steps while the beauty therapists stole 
the show with their fashion parade. Certificates for 
various groups viz. Beauticians, Two Shaft 
Handloom Weavers, Tailoring and Computer 
students were given out. Congratulating the girls for 
their achievement, Fr Ajay, the Chief Guest exhorted 
them to put into practice the various skills they 
learned for productive purposes. 

The girls expressed their deep gratitude to the Sisters 
for helping them learn new skills for their life. The 
Sisters on their part were only too happy to see the 
poor girls passing out from the Auxilium portals, 
having learned not only new skills but also Gospel 
values and other principles which would keep them in 
good standing in society and which would help them 
to form good families.

AUXILIUM MAJBAT

New Facelift of Auxilium Convent Mazbat

Auxilium Convent, Mazbat received a new facelift, 
thanks to the benevolent heart of the Province with a 
special mention of Sr Alphonsa Kurisingal, 
Provincial, Sr Jessy Palliparambil, Provincial 

Economer and Sr Annie Inchenat, Director of ARO. 
December 26, 2020 was the day saved for 
inauguration and blessing of the renovated house. 
With the Chapel, refectory, kitchen, ground floor 
rooms, corridors and sitting shed for parents and 
visitors renovated, the house would make any 
beholder envious. The presence of Sr Alphonsa, 
Provincial, Sr Lydia Komuhra, Vice Provincial, Sr 
Jessy Palliparambil and the Intensive Juniorate 
Sisters from Auxilium Provincial House, Guwahati 
made the day complete. 

The celebration began at 11:30 am with the solemn 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist in the new chapel 
presided over by Fr Mathew Kannat, Parish Priest, 
Catholic Church Mazbat Parish and con celebrated by 
Fr Jacob Murmu, Headmaster of the school. The Holy 
Mass was preceded by blessing of the Chapel and 
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Moolachira the Chairman of ACF, Bishop Michael 
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school premises at around 7:30 am from where they 
were taken to Don Bosco Institute by buses provided 
by the Institute. The teachers were accompanied by 
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The teachers received a warm welcome as they 
entered the premises of Don Bosco Institute and were 
taken to the auditorium of the Institute which is 
situated on the sixth floor. The day began with 
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of Don Bosco Institute welcoming all the teachers to 
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Executive Director of Don Bosco Institute who has to 
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only efficient but also effective. He showed many 
motivational videos to inspire the teachers on how to 
change themselves according to the needs of the 
times. Inspirational videos like how an eagle has to 
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that change is never easy but an essential part of one's 
survival and growth. Any change, especially when it 
involves a large number of individuals and 
established system, is very difficult but if an 
individual does not change, then survival becomes 
difficult. He introduced the teachers to concepts 
associated with the current teaching-learning process 
like VUCA (Volatile, Uncertain, Complex and 
Ambiguous) and explained that teaching is an act of 
imparting values, knowledge and skills. He further 
stated that the quality of education depends on a few 
components like Input, Output, Outcome and Impact 
and this is a perennial truth.

The second half of the seminar which was conducted 
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activity sessions. Fr John then described about the 
various kinds of quotients (Intelligence Quotient, 
Attitudinal Quotient, Happiness Quotient, etc), 
learners (visual, auditory and kinaesthetic) and laws 
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Exercise, Law of Effect etc). 
The understanding of these 
concepts armed the teachers 
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of these concepts will surely 
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also narrated stories from 
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the Preventive System of 
Education which motivated 
all the teachers to put in their 
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reality and the teachers pledged never to abandon but 
to accompany the children. He then showed some 
videos to the teachers which made the teachers aware 
of how a teacher can influence a student's life. The 
seminar ended with the distribution of 'Certificate of 
Participation' to all the teachers and Vote of Thanks by 
Sr Magdalene Gongmei.

At around 4:00 pm, tea was served. The seminar has 
helped the teachers to learn new methods and 
techniques in teaching which will help to create an 
effective learning environment and improve teaching-
learning in classrooms during this pandemic era.

Dr Anannya Acharjee
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Graduation Day is a day every student proudly look 
forward to. AuxiliumTroncatti Home, Solabasti held 
its graduation day on 9 December 2020. Fr Ajay Minj 
SJ from St Xavier's College, Solabasti was the Chief 
Guest for the occasion. 

The program commenced with Sr Komolina, 
Programme Director delivering the welcome address. 
The Bodo and Sadri dancers enthralled the gathering 
with their lively steps while the beauty therapists stole 
the show with their fashion parade. Certificates for 
various groups viz. Beauticians, Two Shaft 
Handloom Weavers, Tailoring and Computer 
students were given out. Congratulating the girls for 
their achievement, Fr Ajay, the Chief Guest exhorted 
them to put into practice the various skills they 
learned for productive purposes. 

The girls expressed their deep gratitude to the Sisters 
for helping them learn new skills for their life. The 
Sisters on their part were only too happy to see the 
poor girls passing out from the Auxilium portals, 
having learned not only new skills but also Gospel 
values and other principles which would keep them in 
good standing in society and which would help them 
to form good families.
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New Facelift of Auxilium Convent Mazbat

Auxilium Convent, Mazbat received a new facelift, 
thanks to the benevolent heart of the Province with a 
special mention of Sr Alphonsa Kurisingal, 
Provincial, Sr Jessy Palliparambil, Provincial 

Economer and Sr Annie Inchenat, Director of ARO. 
December 26, 2020 was the day saved for 
inauguration and blessing of the renovated house. 
With the Chapel, refectory, kitchen, ground floor 
rooms, corridors and sitting shed for parents and 
visitors renovated, the house would make any 
beholder envious. The presence of Sr Alphonsa, 
Provincial, Sr Lydia Komuhra, Vice Provincial, Sr 
Jessy Palliparambil and the Intensive Juniorate 
Sisters from Auxilium Provincial House, Guwahati 
made the day complete. 

The celebration began at 11:30 am with the solemn 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist in the new chapel 
presided over by Fr Mathew Kannat, Parish Priest, 
Catholic Church Mazbat Parish and con celebrated by 
Fr Jacob Murmu, Headmaster of the school. The Holy 
Mass was preceded by blessing of the Chapel and 
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ground floor by Fr Jacob Murmu.  In his homily 
Fr Mathew Kannat reminded all present to live the 
Christian call as St Stephen, the proto martyr whose 
feast we celebrate. He also expressed his joy for the 
new chapel of the Sisters and thanked Mother 
Provincial for her special concern for the mission at 
Mazbat among the poor. The Holy Mass was followed 
by cutting of the cake and sharing of fraternal meal. 
Sr Lily Topno, Animator of the house thanked all 
present for the happy occasion and expressed her deep 
gratitude to all who made the day possible.

gestures by the students gained the media's attention 
and many have applauded the school for their 
commendable work.

The school's “I Can” project gained recognition at the 
national level and was asked to register with Design 
for Change, India in 2019. DFC is a global platform 
where school children are driven to change their own 
communities for the better with the 'I Can' spirit. 
Design for Change believes that children of today are 
the stakeholders in the Earth's future. They seek to 
help these children to become more sensitive to their 
surroundings. The collaboration between Little 
Flower Hr. Sec. School's “I Can” project and Design 
for Change can jumpstart the school's ambition to 
build a community of responsible citizens. This can 
enable the students to bring about a more positive 
change to their environment.

In addition, Little Flower Hr. Sec School, Kohima – 
Nagaland successfully made their school campus as 
well as their locality Plastic Free Zone. The school 
highlighted the urgency to create a clean environment 
for the people of Nagaland with this move.

Rüünguno Dorothy Jasokie, Asst Teacher – Little 
Flower Hr. Sec School, Kohima.

An Amalgamation of Celebrating Women's 

Day with Tribute to the Six Pioneering FMA 

Sisters in North East India

Little Flower Hr. Sec. School, Kohima celebrated 
thInternational Women's Day on 8  March 2021 at the 

school premises. The occasion was an amalgamation 
of celebrating women of the past, present and future. 
The event was organised by VIDES and Media Club 
of the school.

Riding under the theme “Women in leadership: 
Achieving an Equal Future in a Covid19 World”, the 
programme was graced by Dr. Angelina Solo, 
Medical Officer Obs and Gynae Dept, Naga Hospital 
Authority of Kohima (NHAK) and an alumna of the 
school. Dr. Solo in her address said, “Women 
Empowerment is the need of the hour because our 
society follows a patriarchal system and we don't 
blame men because it was logical to have a male 
dominant social set up centuries ago.” She added that 
she was fortunate to have been a frontline worker 
during the Covid19 pandemic and said, “In that war 
(pandemic), men and women fought shoulder to 
shoulder at the front. There was no question on gender 
when assigning roles”. Dr. Solo encouraged the 

students to dream big and to believe in themselves 
because they can. Sr Lucy Gangmei, FMA, Principal, 
addressed the students and called for them to give 
wings to their dreams 

The event also highlighted the Centenary 
Anniversary (1923-2023), of the arrival of the six 
pioneering missionaries of the Daughters of Mary 
Help of Christians (FMA) to Guwahati, Assam 
(North-East). Keeping in tune with the celebration, 
the Past Pupil Association (PPA) of LFHSS, Kohima 
released a brochure entitled 'Humble Beginnings' 
which is a compilation of fleeting sketches of how 
these Sisters created a community through patience, 
love and compassion. Dorothy Jasokie, President of 
PPA, in her introductory message said that, “it is only 
fitting to honour these pioneering Sisters on Women's 
Day”.

As part of the International Women's Day event, the 
school conducted Essay and Poetry Writing 
Competitions for the students from classes VI to X. 
The topics were, 'Role of Naga Women in the field of 
literature' and 'Naga Women – Our Identity' for essay 
and poetry respectively.

The school along with the Past Pupil Association also 
celebrated with the thirty female support staff of the 
school to encourage and thank them for their hard 
work and tireless efforts even during the pandemic 
and sponsored their tea and snacks. Following the 
Covid-19 SOP, only 50% each from classes VI to X 
attended the program. However, the celebration was 
live streamed in the school's YouTube channel.

Reported by Media Club 

LFS, KOHIMA

Little Flower Hr. Sec. School, Kohima – 

Nagaland nominated as one of the 100 Most 

Inspiring Stories by Design for Change, India

In the quest to inspire and foster the notion of a green 
and sustainable future, Little Flower Hr. Sec. School, 
Kohima – Nagaland introduced the “I Can” 
movement in the year 2019 under the leadership of 
Sr Lucy Gangmei FMA, Principal of the school. As a 
year-long project which eventually continued in the 
years that followed, the “I Can” project made the 
students more aware of the environmental crisis ahead 
of them. The school was subsequently nominated as 
one of the 100 Most Inspiring Stories of Change in the 
Design for Change (DFC) I CAN School Challenge 
in 2019. In the letter addressed to the Change-Makers 
of Little Flower Hr. Sec. School, Kohima, founder and 
director of DFC, Kiran Bir Sethi congratulated 
Sr Lucy Gangmei FMA, the students and teachers of 
the school for “being the change”. DFC awarded the 
school with five certificates for participating students, 
two certificates for teachers/mentors and one trophy 
for the school.

With a vision to address the bigger picture, Sr Lucy 
Gangmei FMA initiated the “I Can” movement to 
educate the school's fraternity and students on the 
environmental crisis. In order to spread awareness of 
the critical environmental issue, the students took it 
upon themselves to mobilise the society by 
performing various community work such as cleaning 
public areas and historical places in and around the 
district of Kohima, and performing street plays under 
the banner “Cleanliness of the Environment”. These 
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India. A short and meaningful prayer service was held 
during which Sr Alphonsa inaugurated the well with 
the cutting of ribbon while Fr Maliekal George 
blessed the well. This milestone is a symbolic 
expression of our desire to relive and return to the 
spirit of the origins, to drink from the depths of the 
spirit of Mornese, to move forward with renewed 
hope, ardour and audacity on the strong foundation 
laid by the generous and committed pioneers. In her 
address, Sr Alphonsa expressed her gratitude to all the 
Sisters of the Province for their  earnest prayers, 
remarkable efforts, sacrifices,shared vision and 
innovative initiatives, that shaped and re-shaped the 
growth of our  Province. The celebration culminated 
with a song from the children of Ashalaya followed by 
cutting of cake. A luscious tea prepared for all present 
added smiles to the day's festivity.

HOLY CHILD, GUWAHATI
st21  Anniversary of Province Canonical 

Erection

The Daughters of Mary Help of Christians of Mater 
Ecclesiae, Guwahati celebrated the 21st anniversary 
of the canonical erection of the Province on 24 
February 2021. Present for the occasion were 
Sr Kurisingal Alphonsa, Provincial, Fr Maliekal 
George SDB, Retreat Animator, Sisters gathered for 
the Retreat ,  Sis ters  from the neighboring 
Communities and the inmates of Holy Child campus. 
The celebration was held at Auxilium Reach Out, 
Guwahati with the inauguration of the Replica of 
Mornese Well to mark the second year of preparation 
of the150th year of the foundation of the Institute and 
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thThe 34  Annual Sobha of Dotma Parish commenced 
nd thon 22  and culminated on 24  January 2021.  

Sr Jayanti Basumatary and Sr Jirita Iswary went to 
Gwjwnpwthar village, Saralpara to help the people 
and prepare the couples for marriage. It was not just an 
event but a wonderful occasion for the faithful to 
share and witness their faith, enrich each other and 
make once again the faith experience alive. The theme 
of the Sobha was “Rejoice and be glad” (Mt.5:12)

The Annual Sobha began on 22nd January at 4:00 pm 
with blessing of the Pandal and lighting of the lamp as 
a sign of invoking God's presence for all the days of 
the programme. Holy Eucharist was presided over by 
Fr John Pullumarikkunnel, Secretary of B.E.C & 
Faith formation which was followed by the 
Eucharistic procession. The second day of the 
programme began with the hoisting of the flag by 
Fr Thomas Lakra, Parish Priest of Dotma. The day 
was enriched with different speeches from various 
priests, Fr Edward D'souza, Fr Ranjit Kujur, and 
Fr Benjamin Daimary which led the faithful to have 
God experience. The day concluded with cultural 
programme. The blessing of the marriage was done 
during the Holy Eucharistic celebration presided over 
by Rev. Fr Edward D'Souza and concelebrated other 
priests at 11:45am. On the third and final day, the 

faithful solemnly welcomed their Shepherd, Most 
Rev. Thomas Pulloppillil, Bishop of Bongaigaon who 
celebrated the Holy Eucharist during which 275 
adults and young people received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  The Bishop was very appreciative of 
the hard work of the Fathers and Sisters and the 
presence of a good number of faithful. He thanked the 
Fathers and Sisters for taking care of the faithful and 
preparing them for the Sacraments. He invited 
everyone to remain faithful to their Christian 
commitment and strengthen their faith in God. The 
Holy Eucharist was followed by the felicitations of 
the guests. The presence of Madam Pramila Rani 
Brahma, Member of the Assam Legislative Assembly 
for the Holy Eucharistic celebration and the well 
organised programmes were encouraging indeed.  
The celebration concluded with a sumptuous lunch 
for all.

thOn 7  March 2021 Dotma Parish Borshijora hosted 
the celebration of the International Women's Day for 
the women of the neighbourhood under the leadership 
of Sr Jayanti Basumatary along with the women 
leaders. The theme for the celebration was “Women in 
Leadership, achieving an equal future in a Covid 19 
world”.

The commemoration of the event opened with the 
hoisting of the flag followed by the Eucharistic 
celebration at 10:00 am presided over by Fr Thomas 
Lakra SDB, Parish Priest of Dotma.  In his homily, he 
spoke on the role of women as mothers and the worth 
of a woman.  “The mother is the heart of the family”, 
he said.

With the lighting of lamps, invoking God's presence 
and inviting every woman present to be light of the 
family and society, the cultural programme began. 
Mrs. Goni Baglary who graced the day as Chief Guest 
emphasized on the contribution of women to the 
world, to the society, to the church and to their 
families in her speech. She rightly noted that women 
are the ones who face most of the challenges, 
difficulties and rejection in the family and called upon 
all present to stand for their rights as women. The 
joyful celebration was concluded with a fraternal 
meal.

Sr Jirita Iswary

International Women's Day 
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Feast of Don Bosco

The feast of Don Bosco was celebrated together with 
the Salesians in Dotma Parish.  The Solemn Holy 
Eucharist was celebrated by the two jubilarians, 
Fr Edward D'Souza and Fr Lukose Cheruvalel who 
celebrate their 60 and 50 years of their religious 
profession respectively. The Salesians gathered about 
150 children studying from classes VI - VIII in order 
to instill in them the noble idea of Consecrated Life.  It 
was a vocation promotion for boys and girls.  
Fr Thaddeus Kujur gave a talk combined with Magic 
show before the Holy Eucharist.  After lunch, the Pre-
Novices organized a fete for the children. Different 
Congregations put up vocation promotion stalls to 
give awareness about their unique Charism.  Sisters of 
Auxilium community were fully involved in this 
event. All who participated in the celebration 
expressed their delight of having experienced the 
Salesian joy. God is indeed glorified through His 
Saints. 

Renewal of Promise 

On the occasion of Don Bosco's feast, 31 January 
2021, nineteen Salesian Co-operators of Dotma Unit 
renewed their promises during the Holy Mass which 
was presided over by Fr Thomas Lakra SDB, Rector 
and Parish Priest, Don Bosco, Dotma in the Parish 

Church at 8:00 am. During the entrance procession, 
the nineteen Salesian Co-operators carried a lighted 
candle each and placed them in front of the altar as a 
sign of surrendering themselves to God once again to 
continue His work. Fr Thomas recalled to their minds 
the apostolate of a Salesian Co-operator even as he 
deeply appreciated their works and their Christian 
commitment. After the homily, the Co-operators 
came forward and renewed their promises. After Holy 
Mass they proceeded to Auxilium Convent where 
breakfast was awaiting them.

Youth Leaders for Effective Youth Ministry 

A half day programme was conducted by Auxilium 
Convent, Dotma for the youth of the nearby 7 
mandolis of Dotma Parish on 28 March 2021. Eighty 
five youth leaders turned up for the animation. The 

programme started with the invocation of the Holy 
Spirit by Sr Albina Guria and words of welcome from 
Sr Magdeline Konnully, the Animator of the 
community. The resource persons were Sr Albina 
Guria, Fr Robert Faustin SDB and Sr Jayanti 
Basumatary. Sr Albina who took the first session, with 
her lively games and video clips warmed up the 
gathering and set the tone for the day. Further she 
spoke on 'The Role of Youth in the Parish and their 
Collaboration in Celebrating the Liturgy'.  Thus 
she encouraged the youth to take active part in the 
animation of the liturgy and collaborate in the local 
church. 

Fr Robert Faustin SDB dealt on the topic 
'Leadership Qualities' with the help of games and 
video clip. He highlighted two important points to be 
a good leader: never to give up and to believe in 

oneself.  The three SDB pre-Novices kept the 
participants alive with their lively action songs in 
between the sessions.  Sr Jayanti Basumatary in her 
sess ion  spoke  abou t  'Word o f  God and 
Evangelization'. She in turn urged the youth to read 
the Word of God, love the Word of God and pray the 
Word of God. The programme concluded with 
distribution of Bible to all the youth. They were very 
happy to carry a personal Bible to their respective 
homes and showed much enthusiasm to be authentic 
and active evangelizers.   

edified to see many mothers with babies coming for 
the Holy Mass, their babies either on their laps or on a 
mat sleeping peacefully while they continued their 
fervent participation in the Holy Eucharist The active 
participation of the young people in the liturgy as they 
played the musical instruments and sang hymns with 
professional touch impressed us. The Holy Mass 
which got over at 12:30 am was followed by the 
burning of the old man outside the Church, a symbol 
of leaving old ways and embracing new life. Having 
exchanged New Year's greetings with one another all 
retired to their homes.

The Holy Mass for the New Year's Day was set for 
Betini village at 11:00 am. On reaching there we were 
told that the community lost one of its member, 
Bilipang by name, who died on the spot in a bike 
accident the previous night. We visited the much-
bereaved family, consoled them, sang Psalms and 
prayed at his tomb and assuring them of our prayers, 
we proceeded for Holy Mass to the Church.

AUXILIUM CHAPAGURI

New Year's Joy among the Poor

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who herald peace and 
happiness…”  (Isaiah 52:7a) 

The three Sisters from Auxilium Convent Chapaguri, 
Sr Phepot Wangsu, Sr Sumuti Basumatary and Sr P. 
Sarah felt truly blessed to be able to welcome the New 
Year along with the village people. It was Fr Damian 
Basumatary SDB who invited us to celebrate the New 
Year's Vigil Service and New Year's Day in some poor 

stvillages at Malivita. Therefore, on 31  December 
2020, we left Chapaguri at 6.00 pm along with 
Fr Damian and reached the village at 7:30 pm 
whereupon the Sisters of St Ann of Luzern warmly 
welcomed and offered us accommodation.

The Vigil Mass was scheduled for Kalbari village at 
11:00 pm. Our arrival at the Church was greeted with 
joyful faces, a welcome dance and an Aronai. It was 
an inspiring experience and a touching sight to behold 
the simple yet faith-filled, fervent people. We were so 
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The Church premise was bubbling with life as many 
faithful have gathered for the Holy Mass while at the 
same time happily and busily going about preparing 
for the common meal later in the day. The people 
received us with visible joy and garlanded each of us 
with a Boro traditional scarf, an Aronai before the 
Holy Mass commenced as a sign of hearty welcome. 
It was so beautiful to see how people, young and old, 
witnessed to their faith through their fervent 
expressions, good singing accompanied by musical 
instruments of varied types, all played by the youth 
and women lining  up for the offertory in long queue. 
After the Holy Mass we were asked to give out prizes 
for various competitions and Fr Damian introduced 
us to the faithful to their great joy. Then we shared the 
New Year's meal with the people, interacted with all 
and while they thanked us for our witnessing 
presence, we promised them our prayers and 
proceeded. On our way back we entered the bereaved 
family again and Fr Damien administered the Holy 
Communion to all the family members, prayed for 
them, wished them well and then returned home at 
6:00 pm, loaded with happy memories, enthused, 
feeling fulfilled and thankful to God and our loving 
community for this beautiful occasion of sharing the 
New Year's Joy with the poor and the simple. We 
returned home with our faith strengthened and feeling 
more humbled than ever having witnessed the faith of 
the simple people in the villages.

Easter Ministry 

Just as the disciples were sent out two by two to 
proclaim the Good News by Jesus, the Sisters of 
Auxilium Chapaguri too went out two by two to the 
villages during the Easter Triduum. 

stOn Holy Thursday, 1  of April 2021, Sr Nila 
Basumatary and Sr Grace Pemmila went with Fr Alex 

Mathew SDB, Principal of Don Bosco College, 
Chapaguri to Daokhi Bari village. The faithful of 
Daokhi Bari along with the neighboring villages took 
part in the service with great fervor and enthusiasm. 
The Sacrament of Confession preceded the Holy 
Mass. While the priest was hearing confessions, 
Sr Nila Basumatary preached to the people on 
forgiveness, suffering and passion of our Lord and 
instructed them on their basic Christian faith.

Sr Wangsu Phephot and Sr Basumatary Sumoti 
participated in the Good Friday Service in Thilapara 
village along with Fr Alex Mathew. It was a 
wonderful and faith strengthening experience to 
witness many hundreds of people gathered to 
commemorate the Passion of our Lord.

On Holy Saturday Sr Nila Basumatary and Sr Grace 
Pemmila along with Fr Alex Mathew went to 
Silchand village which is mainly inhabited by the 
Garos. Many faithful from the village itself and from 
nearby villages were present for the Easter Vigil 
service.The faith of the village people was 
commendable. The next day they went to Doakhi Bari 
village for Easter Mass. The greatest mystery of 
Christ Resurrection was celebrated with much fervor. 

Solar Lamp Distribution for 350 Families

A Solar Lamp distribution program was organized by 
Auxilium Reach Out, Guwahati on 14 December 
2020 at Saralpara, Brashijora and Korajhar under 
Auxilium Convent, Dotma centre. The people living 
in these village have been displaced due to ethnic 
conflicts between two tribes. The village people lack 
many basic things such as hospital, electricity,proper 
drinking water facilities, toilet facilities, proper house 
and proper sanitation. The people make their living 
through small agricultural activities and most of them 
are daily wage earners. The solar lamps were 
distributed to the people to bring some light to them. It 
will be especially useful for school going students to 
complete their home works at night under the lights as 
there are no electricity connections to the villages. It 
was a well-planned program and 350 families have 
received the solar lamp.

A team of five ARO staff, four staff from Solar 
Electric Light Company (Selco) foundation and six 
local volunteers were present for the program. 
Sr Annie Inchenat, Director of ARO addressed the 
gathering and appreciated them for being punctual. A 
teacher of Don Bosco School, Saralpara then 
facilitated the team and offered an Aronai each to 
them. Mr. Kapil Ahmed, Selco foundation staff 
demonstrated to the villagers how to install and use 
the solar lamps after which Sr Annie distributed the 
same to them. Mr. Anju Narzary, a local volunteer and 
Mr. Jorsh Narzary, the village head came forward on 
behalf of the villagers and expressed their gratitude to 
the Sisters and the Selco foundation for reaching out 
to them. One could see their faces beaming with joy 
and gratitude as they carried home with them 
something to light up their homes.

AUXILIUM REACH OUT (ARO)

Dry Ration Distribution Among 300 
Poor Families 

Dry ration distribution program has been organized 
by Auxilium Reach Out, Guwahati in December 2020 
covering 5 villages of Kokrajhar, Kamrup Metro and 
Kamrup Rural districts of Assam. The villages where 
ration has been distributed are situated at about 20-45 
km away from the National Highway, totally 
disconnected from mainland society and, being 
totally cut off from the mainland society with very 
few Governmental and Non- Governmental 
interventions. The village people have no facilities 
even for their basic living and few of them are 
displaced people because of ethnic conflicts. The 
main occupation of the villagers are small agricultural 
activities and most of them are daily wage laborers, 
hit hard by Covid 19. The main purpose of the 
program was to make a positive gesture towards the 
needy in this winter season as most the villagers have 
lost their livelihood because of the pandemic. Under 
the strong leadership of Sr Annie Inchenat, Director 
of ARO with the team of ARO staff, dry ration 
distribution program reached to 300 needy families 
and became a huge success. The villagers were very 
thankful to Sr Annie, and the team for organizing such 
program on a yearly basis for the needy. 
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TOT on Leadership Skills

Three Days Training Programme of TOT on 
st rdLeadership Skills was organized from 21 to 23  

November 2020 at Auxilium Reach Out, Guwahati 
for the Animators, Coordinators and NCP Leaders 
from the centers of Neighbourhood Children's 
Parliament under the Project 'Formation of 100 
Neighbourhood Children's Parliament in the Ten 
FMA Centres in the 3 States in North East India.' 
There were 31 participants in all. The main purpose of 
the program was to disseminate the concept of 
Neighbourhood Children's Parliament and build 
quality leadership among the Coordinators, 
Animators and NCP leaders.

The programme was inaugurated with lighting of the 
lamps by Sr Lydia Komuhra, Vice Provincial, 
Sr  Annie  Inchena t  and  represen ta t ives  of 
Coordinators, Animators and Leaders. Sr Lydia then 
gave a message during which she spoke of children as 
being great resources in our country and the need to 
handle them with care and love. She also noted on the 
importance of tapping them skillfully and providing a 
good environment to make them good leaders.

The resource persons for TOT on Leadership Skills 
were Fr Kuriala Chittattukalam SDB from Don 
Bosco Institute, Guwahati,  Mr. Sudip S. Sharma, 
Sr Annie Inchenat and Sr Arati Rabha.

The topics covered during the three days programme 
were:
 Concept of Neighbourhood Children's Parliament 

and its importance in modern society. 
 Concept of Convention on Child Rights (CRC) 

and what those Rights are.
 Responsibilities of Neighbourhood Children's 

Parliament Ministers.
 Sustainable Development Goals and its relation 

with Neighbourhood Children's Parliament
 Function of brain and its proper utilization in 

everyday life.
 Leadership and Team work.
 Life Skills.
 Personal Hygiene & Covid-19.
 Animated and recreational practical sessions, 

Games for Personality development.
 Practical Sessions on Participatory Learning 

Appraisal (PLA). 
 Reporting.

The participants gained a better understanding on the 
concept of NCP and leadership. The project staff and 
NCP leaders are now ready to promote the concept of 
NCP in the target villages. The training programme 
has capacitated the staff and NCP leaders to play a 
proactive role in promoting & safeguarding the rights 
of children. They are also encouraged and confident 
to disseminate the information about 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) among the children, 
parents and ministers of NCP. The program has 

helped the participants to provide attitudes to protect 
nature and its resources.    

Before concluding the program the participants 
shared their experiences about the programme 
through group presentation. They were very grateful 
to Sr Annie and the ARO team for arranging such a 
training programme.

Sr Arati Rabha

Training cum Distribution of Piglets, Goats 

and Seeds for the kitchen garden

A training programme cum distribution of piglets, 
goats and seeds for kitchen garden has been organized 
on 22 & 27January 2021at Boko, on 7-9 March 2021 
at Kokrajhar, Dotma and Udalguri respectively.  The 
beneficiaries mostly belong to Garo, Boro, Rabha, 
Santhali and Adivasi communities. Two hundred 
women were given a day of training on piggery, goat 
farming,entrepreneurship development activities, 
leadership and life skills. The initiative was taken 
byAuxilium Reach Out, Guwahati for building 
sustainable income source for these women of the 
remote villages. Sr Annie Inchenat taught them the 
skills of saving their net income. The women 
understood the art of rearing the animals and 
cultivation of the kitchen garden. After the training, 
piglets and goats were distributed to the two hundred 
women in the presence of ARO Staff, local 
coordinators and animators. The reason behind this 
outreach program is to revitalize the economic status 
of the poor families through the practice of piggery, 
goat farming and cultivation of kitchen garden.

Capacity Building for 
Vigilant Committee Members

Training of Trainers for the Vigilant Committee 
Members was organized by Auxilium Reach Out, 
Guwahati from 25 to 27 March 2021. The thirty three 
participants were representatives of Vigilant 
Committee from different centers. Mrs. Anju Kapur, 
an Advocate at Delhi High Court who is actively 
working for the rights of women in collaboration with 
World Bank and is very much interested to work for 
the rights of women of the North East region was 
gracious enough to accept our invitation to enlighten 
the group on various legal issues.. The main topics 
covered were:
 Legislation related to protection of women
 Reporting a crime
 Cases of sexual assault
 Human Trafficking
 Rights of women during arrest
 Search and seizure
 Filing FIR
 Filing RTI 

Besides these, everyday legal matters of importance 
for women were also discussed with the aim of 
protecting the rights of women and empowering other 
women in need in the villages.

Auxilium Reach Out is committed to prevent human 
trafficking at various levels and in various villages 
and tea garden areas of Assam. It networks with the 
Vigilant Committee members to keep educating the 
people of nearby villages to be safe from the adverse 
effect of trafficking and has promptly addressed any 
issues related to it. Vigilant Committee members are 
volunteers from the villages who voluntarily educate 
and create awareness in the villages about trafficking. 
Participants went back home with new insights and 
enlightenment. They pledge to fight together against 
the modern slavery and evil of trafficking.
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realize and discover their dreams by taking to heart 
their academic studies throughout the scholastic year. 
Parents acknowledge the tangible growth in their 
wards at intellectual, social, emotional and spiritual 
level. 

The prevailing situation of the Corona virus curtailed 
the days of being with the children for months. 
However, the zeal and thirst of Da mihi animas gave 
the Sisters greater reasons to be more daring and ever 
hopeful. They moved out to the homes of children 
everyday, met parents and invited them to send their 
children for tuitions. May God continue to bless and 
fructify this mission among the marginalized ones of 
humanity.

Sr Kerketta Salomi FMA 

A New Presence at Destination
(Centre for handicapped)

Destination is a center for specially-abled people of 
different age groups: few children, some adults and 
many young people. At present they are sixty two in 
number. It is run by Mrs. Rupa Hazarika, an Assamese 
newly convert Catholic. The Centre has been 
establ ished in  memory of  her  la te  son at 
Bhaggaduttapur, Kahilipara, in the outskirt of 
Guwahati city, Assam. 

At the request of Fr Joby Abraham, Parish Priest of 
Christ the Bearer of Good News Cathedral, 
Ruthminigaon, Dispur, Guwahati, the community of 
Auxilium Provincial House, Christian Basti accepted 
the mission and ventured into it as an opportunity to 
spread the perfume of Christ's love on 7 March2021. 
Present for the official inauguration of this mission 
were Mrs. Rupa Hazarika, Sr Thalu Kula Philomena, 
the Juniors' Assistant and three Junior Sisters, Sr 
Kujur Nirmala, Sr Klein Matilda and Sr Akho 
Manyahrii Marina.

The three Junior Sisters offer their quality time for an 
hour on Sundays at this Centre. Activities such as 
action songs, conducting various games, drill and 
various competitions keep the inmates alive and 
active. Since the initiation of this apostolate and the 
continued quality presence of the Sisters on Sundays 
make its headway, the place has been converted into a 
lively oratory. The Preventive System of loving 
kindness is applied as the Sisters animate and interact 
with the inmates at the Centre.    

Sr Marina Akho Manyahrii, FMA 

FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY

Divine Mercy Sunday is celebrated on the Second 
Sunday of Easter, which concludes the Octave of 
Easter. It is originally based on the Catholic devotion 
to the Divine Mercy that Faustina Kowalska reported 
as part of her encounter with Jesus, and is associated 
with special promises from Jesus and indulgences 
issued by the Catholic Church. The devotion was 
actively promoted by St Pope John Paul II. On 30 
April 2000, the Canonization of Faustina Kowalska 
took place and the second Sunday of Easter was 
officially designated as the Sunday of the Divine 
Mercy in the General Roman Calendar.  In June 2002, 
St John Paul II granted indulgences to Catholics who 
recite specific prayers on that day, and the grants were 
then formally decreed by the Apostolic Penitentiary. 
The plenary indulgence is obtained by observing the 
usual dispositions that are in place for the granting of 
this grace through the intercession of the Catholic 
Church.

 Participation in the "prayers and devotions held in 
honor of Divine Mercy" in a church or chapel 
while "completely detached from the affection for 
a sin, even a venial sin", or recitation of the Our 

Father and the Creed in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament exposed or reserved in the 
tabernacle, adding the prayer "Merciful Jesus, I 
trust in you"

 Sacrament of Confession

 Holy Communion

 Prayer for the intentions of the Pope

Keeping up this devotion Auxilium Provincial House, 
Christian Basti celebrated the feast of the Divine 
Mercy with 12 families of our Parish. The feast was 
preceded by 9 days of novena. It was an initiative 
taken by Sr Kurisingal Alphonsa, Provincial, with 
keen interest of spreading this devotion and help 
families experience God's mercy and love. About 60 
people, men and women, young people and children 
gathered at Auxilium Provincial House and had the 
opportunity to make good confession and participate 
in the Holy Mass. Fr Tharsis Arul Maria Anthuvan, 
SDB, Rector of Don Bosco Provincial House, Pan 
Bazar was the celebrant of the day. Speaking on the 
Sacrament of Matrimony during his homily, he said, 
that Matrimony is not just a mere 'Promise' but a 'Vow' 
to be kept. He also emphasized on the importance of 
Christ centred family life and concluded the homily 
saying “Family that prays together, stays together”. 
We are also grateful to Fr Chourappa Owen, SJ who 
helped us in hearing the confessions. After the Mass 
there was cutting of cake and sumptuous meal 
together. Mr. Victor Ekka on behalf of everyone 
appreciated and thanked Sr Alphonsa and the 
community for the beautiful initiative. The families 
were very happy with the animation done by 
Sr Komuhra Lydia, Animator, Sr Kula Philo and the 
catechist They expressed that it was the first of such 
kind in the parish.  

Sr Philo Kula

AUXILIUM PROVINCIAL 

HOUSE

Evening tuition at Christian Basti

Evening tuition, one of the important apostolates 
carried out by the Sisters of the Intensive Juniorate, 
Auxilium Provincial House, Christian Basti was 
happily resumed on 12 January2021 led by Sr Narah 
Aibanti Teresa along with the thirteen Junior Sisters. 
It was suspended for a year since the Covid-19 
pandemic that ravaged our country and the 
consequent lockdown everywhere. Though the year 
2021 is also uncertain and unpredictable due to the 
second wave of pandemic that is looming large in the 
world, the Sisters took the risk to initiate the mission 
in full swing.

The first day saw only a few attendants due to the 
uncertainty of the prevailing situation; the number, 
however swelled up day after day and together with 
Child Friendly Guwahati (CFG), finally it rose to 
seventy. The students consist of Nursery to Class XII 
coming from three mediums: English, Assamese and 
Hindi. 

At 3:00 pm the tuition begins with the assembly 
prayer and general instructions. The students then 
move out to their respective allotted places and the 
Sisters in charge of different classes help out the 
children in their homeworks and assist them in 
different subjects with good explanations and better 
notes. Twice a week class tests are conducted. Besides 
their studies, different competitions such as singing, 
dance, drawing, etc. are also organized on Fridays, 
and prizes are distributed accordingly. Opportunities 
are also given to children to deliver speeches on 
various topics during the different celebrations. These 
initiatives are primarily aimed at developing the 
talents and potentialities of children. Once a week 
snacks are provided to them. By 4:00 pm the tuition 
closes with an assembly prayer and some action 
songs. The Sisters accompany the children till the 
main road and see them off safe and sound. 

The children coming for tuitions perform well in their 
studies. The evening tuition is a great experience for 
bringing up the last and the lost and to enable them 
achieve and dream big and be successful in life. 
Opportunities offered during this time help them 
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students of class XI, the budding young talents of 
Auxilium College Udalguri. The programme began 
with the lighting of the lamp by Bishop, Mother 
Provincial, teacher and student representatives of 
classes XI and XII. Words of welcome always make 
the  ga the r ing  fee l  homely  and  Sr  Mol ly 
Kaniampadikal, Superior and Principal did the 
welcome address. Felicitation was extended to all 
who made this auditorium a possible reality with 
special mention of Rt. Rev. Bishop Michael Akasius 
Toppo DD, Sr Alphonsa Kurisingal and Sr Jessy 
Palliparambil who with Mother Provincial worked 
very hard to build up this auditorium. Bishop and 
Mother Provincial both in their speeches blessed and 
congratulated the management and all the benefactors 
for this giant leap towards the completion of the 
construction of the grand auditorium. They also 
wished the outgoing students of class XII God's 
blessings and good luck for their forth coming council 
exam.

The Sisters, the staff and young people of Udalguri 
extend their deepest gratitude to Sr Alphonsa 
Kurisingal for her untiring labour in establishing this 
wonderful auditorium and Sr Jessy for her constant 
follow up to see the completion of the same. A very 
special note of gratitude to VIDES International 
through whose help the grand auditorium could see 
the light of day. 

24 April 2021 will go down in the history of Auxilium 
College Udalguri as a red letter day. The beautiful day 
dawned with an unparalleled air of joy and excitement 
in everyone – the management, staff, students and all 
the well-wishers. It was the long-awaited day of the 
inauguration of college auditorium cum thanksgiving 
day of the students of class XII 2021. 

The event was graced by the presence of Rt. Rev. 
Michael Akasius Toppo DD, Bishop of Tezpur 
Diocese and Sr Alphonsa Kurisingal, our Provincial. 
The auditorium designed to accommodate more than 
five hundred people at a time has been built with an 
aim to hold academic and cultural programmes. It was 
indeed a great blessing for all the Auxilians and 
especially for the class XII students 2021 who were 
blessed with the opportunity to be the first to express 
sincere gratitude to God and our Blessed Mother for 
such great favour.

The Auxilians accorded a very warm and grateful 
welcome to Bishop and Mother Provincial at the 
entrance of the hostel. At 11:00 am the solemn 
celebration of the Holy Mass of thanksgiving and 
prayer of blessings upon the students of class XII 
begun. After the Holy Mass everyone proceeded to 
the college for the inauguration of the auditorium with 
cutting of ribbon by Most Rev. Michael Akasius DD. 
It was then followed by a cultural extravaganza by 

Blessing and Inauguration of College Auditorium cum Thanksgiving Day 

AUXILIUM COLLEGE, UDALGURI

teaches us to set aside all anger and disappointments 
and be proactive people. When young people go 
wrong, how is our approach towards them? Do we 
react, get upset or do we guide them?”

The life of St Joseph encourages us to accept and 
welcome others as they are without exception, and to 
show special concern for the weak, for God chooses 
what is weak. (cf. 1 Cor 1:7) As St Joseph drew 
inspiration in time of need from God we also should 
look for inspiration and guide the young people, 
accept them as they are and react proactively in face of 
challenges.  “Like St Joseph let our presence among 
the young be that of tender loving and compassionate 
one” he concluded.

After the Holy Mass the Sisters went for lunch 
followed by an hour of Eucharistic adoration and 
renewal of the vows. The beautiful day came to an end 
with tea lovingly prepared and served for all. Kudos to 
Sr Rose Mary Kazhiia and all the community Sisters 
for organising the day so well and for creating a 
conducive atmosphere to pray well.  Having listened 
to such a wonderful talk and spending the whole day 
in His presence, we returned to our communities 
feeling enriched and resolving to imitate St Joseph, 
patron of interior life. 

Sr Scholastica Kerketta

Quarterly Recollection

‘Prayer is aligning ourselves with the purposes of 
God’, says E. Stanley Jones. 

On 14 April 2021, the Senior 
Sisters of Auxilium Convent 
Dotma, Auxilum Junior College 
Goalpara and Auxilium Home 
Chapaguri gathered together at 
Auxilium Convent Kokrajhar 
with much earnest and eager 
longing to encounter the Lord, 
which began at 9:00 am with 
prayer for a  Happy Death. The 
Sacrament  o f  Confess ion 
followed at 10:00 am where Fr 
Paschal Dungdung SDB sat for 
confessions. At 11:30 am we had 
the integrated talk and the 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
by a dynamic newly ordained 
priest in the person of Fr William George SDB from 
Don Bosco School, Kokrajhar. In his sermon he dwelt 
on the Apostolic Letter of Pope Francis 'Patris Corde' 
(With a Father's Heart) which marked the opening of 
the Year of St Joseph from 8 December 2020 to 8 
December 2021. Pope Francis is convinced that 'in 
St Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God'. 
Tenderness is the best way to touch the fragility within 
us. St Joseph was able to accept his own weaknesses 
and Pope Francis is sure this moulded the atmosphere 
in the life of the Holy Family. Fr William in his sermon 
very practically and beautifully compared the 
Apostolic Letter 'Patris Corde' with that of our 
Salesian charism that we are expected to live and as 
we continue our educative mission with and among 
the young people. Some of the questions he posed 
before us for our introspection were: 

“Joseph accepted Mary unconditionally. Do we 
accept our community members and the young people 
unconditionally?”

“Joseph trusted in the angel's words. His life teaches 
us to accept rather than to explain. His example 
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students of class XI, the budding young talents of 
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The International Women's Day celebration was held 
at the School auditorium with the women from three 
neighboring villages. They were facilitated and 
entertained by the college girls with a short program. 
The presence of Sr Inchanat Annie, Director of 
Auxilium Reach Out and Sr Rabha Arati added 
colours to the celebration. Sr Annie encouraged the 

Introducing Bible Study
thOn 14  February 2021 the community of Auxilium 

College Hostel Itanagar conducted a program for 26 
young catholic girls of Auxilium convent school 
hostel to strengthen their faith with the theme, 
“Introduction to Bible Study'' a joint project of ARO 
in training Youth Leaders for effective Youth 
Development and Family life. The sisters of the 
community welcomed the young girls with an action 
song so as to create a friendly atmosphere and family 
spirit. At the start of the program the participants were 
divided into 6 groups and simple questions regarding 
the Bible were given out to test their knowledge about 
the Bible. In the session Sr Adaphro highlighted the 
importance of knowing one's faith and the need to 
become good leaders in the society having learned 
good values. She stressed on the importance of the 
Word of GOD as a guide for our life. Songs based on 

AUXILIUM KOKRAJHAR

AUXILIUM COLLEGE HOSTEL, ITANAGAR

International Women's Day
th7  March 2021 was an auspicious day as we 

celebrated the International Women's Day in 
anticipation with the Auxilium convent school girls 
with the Theme, “Women in leadership achieving an 
equal future in the covid-19 world”. There were 26 
young girls who attended the program with great 
enthusiasm. Sr Rose Mary Adaphro the superior of 
Auxilium College Hostel Itanagar gave the 
introductory talk where she highlighted the 
importance of International Women's Day celebration 
and the need to be appreciative of our womanhood 
which is a gift from God. Recognizing and 
acknowledging the great role played by women in the 
society from ancient times, quiz was conducted on 
women in the Bible. The program for the day was 
animated by Sr Ruth Rino Rokolebino. In her session 
she mentioned various famous Indian Women who 
achieved a high social status in society through their 
hard work. She encouraged the young girls that they 
should stand for the truth and be courageous to bring 
about changes in the world. She also stated that 
without changing ourselves we cannot change others 
so we need to change our roots first before trying to 
change others. After the program refreshment was 
served for all and the day ended with a note of 
gratitude to God for the gift of our womanhood.

Sr Bibiana Kajiri
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World Gratitude Day 
th On 25 April 2021 Auxilium College Hostel, Itanagar 

joined the FMA world in celebrating the world 
gratitude day with the theme: “Net worked for a 
Culture of life”.  To express our love and gratitude to 

the Bible were also taught and at the end of the session 
Good News Bible were distributed to all the 
participants and they were instructed to read a chapter 
each daily starting from the Gospel according to 
St Matthew. After the session, refreshment was served 
for all and they went back joyfully to their hostel. 

women to be grateful to God and the benefactors for 
helping them to come up in their lives. Through the 
Manos Unidas Project, the women who were present 
for the celebration were given piglets and goats to rear 
for income generating purpose. The beautiful day 
concluded with a sumptuous tea served for all. 

Women’s Day Celebrations

our dear Mother General, the community had an 
animated prayer service and adoration with the hostel 
girls.

To mark this significant day essay writing and 
drawing competitions on the theme were conducted 
for the hostel girls. A short program was organized 
where the Sisters and the girls expressed their love for 
Mother General through their songs and dances. The 
Sisters shared with the girls the origin of the World 
Gratitude day and  who  our Mother General is. 
During the program Sr Rose Mary Adaphro, the 
Superior of the community gave away the prizes to 
the essay and drawing competition winners. 

Sr Kuoliebeinuo Mary Tsiikrii 

NOVITIATE, KOHIMA

Easter Ministry
stOn 1  of April Sr Patton Regina along with the three 

novices Sr Maheo Lydia, Sr Topno Arsana and 
Sr Hauzel Omboi went for the Easter ministry at 
St. Joseph Church, Thizama village. It was an 
enriching village ministry experience. We felt 
fortunate to get this opportunity of helping the faithful 
in the village to prepare for the celebration of the great 
mystery of our faith. The people were kind, hospitable 
and united. The experience of the Risen Christ with 
the faithful was truly an experience of God. It was a 
joy for us to see the faithful approaching the 
sacrament of confession and fervently partaking in the 
liturgical celebrations. We also had the privilege of 
visiting all the catholic families as we accompanied 
the Priests for the Easter house blessings. We returned 
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home with joy and renewed spirit like that of the 
disciples who came back joyfully after having 
accomplished their mission. 

Youth Seminar

2 "For we are like a sweet smelling incense offered by 
Christ to God, which spreads among those who are 
lost" (2 Cor.2:15) 

Yes this words of St. Paul urges us like a burning flame 
to move forward  from our comfort zone to give 
Christ to those in need, in spite of the current 
Pandemic situation. On the cold evening of December 
12, 2020 Fr Peter Pithungo, the principle of St Joseph 
Hr. Sec. School Dimapur along with Sr. Margaret 
SABS, Sr Patton Regina FMA and Br Albert from 
Wokha went to St. Peter's Church, Riphyim to 
conduct a seminar and retreat for the youth with the 
theme EPHPHATA (Be Open). Around 30 young 
people participated. A word of introduction and a 
welcome speech was proposed by Fr Manu, the Priest 
in charge. The retreat began with the solemn 
Eucharistic celebration followed by a beautifully 
animated adoration by Fr Peter the resource person 
with the help of Sr Patton. On the following around 
8.30 am all the youth had the privileged to renew 
themselves through the sacrament of reconciliation. 
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After which they were gathered for the talk by the 
preacher.The preacher gave the talk based on the 
theme "Be Open" and life experience. Sr. Patton also 
spoke on the topic "Prayer" and Br. Albert on the 
"Holy Rosary and Our Lady" The music and the hymn 
helped to create a prayerful atmosphere that enhanced 
spiritual reflection and deep prayer. "Where not our 
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on 
the road, while he was opening the scripture to us" 
(Lk. 24:32) was the expression of the young people 
after the spiritual retreat. Everyone was imbued with 
the word of God and inspired to pray better and 
participate more meaningfully and actively the 
liturgical celebration. They look forward for such 
kind of animation in the future.

Sr. Patton Regina    

“CATECHISM MUST BE CATECHISM" 
St Maria Domenica Mazzarello

Provoked by these words of our Co-foundress, 
St Maria Dominica Mazzarello, the Little Flower 
Training Centre Novitiate, Kohima resumed the 
Sunday apostolate at St Luck Church New secretariat 
Kohima under Christ King Parish Kohima Village. 

On 11 April 2021 Divine Mercy Sunday Sr Patton 
Regina along with two novices Sr Ariina Easter and 
Sr Sinruwng Mary Grace went to animate and instruct 
30 Catechism children. The children are smart and co-
operative. Their eagerness to learn encouraged us to 
be more enthusiasm and to prepare ourselves to teach 
them better. We not only taught them but this 
experience enriched us spiritually and strengthened 
our vocation.

Sr Sinruwng Mary Grace and Sr  Ariina Easter 
(2nd Year Novices)

ST JOSEPH

O St Joseph, 

I did marvel at thy NEWS

An ancestry of King David, royal line,

Yet a Carpenter by thy Profession,

Fiancé of Mary, a young and the amazing beauty

There then, met with a misfortune as thou                                                                THOUGHT.

 I did marvel at thy WISDOM

 Amid consternation that intruded thy pathway 

 Rooted in Righteousness and Charity,

The power of thy purity defended MARY'S SHAME

Behold, thy crown shines forth wisdom today.

I did marvel by thy DREAM

Indeed, a great dreamer spoke by God's Angel,

Never hesitated, promptly obeyed the salvific plan

Thou risked. Comforted the  and BABE HIS MOTHER

O noble Spouse and affable Father to her Son.

I did marvel by thy calm and poise IMAGE

Thy countenance so pleasant, so kind, 

The adorable caliber thou personified thru all ages

Oh! Greatly just and trust-worthy man of old

Yet still infusing piece of insights in SILENCE.

LONG LIVE ST JOSEPH 

&

HAVE A BEAUTIFUL PILGRIM WITH HIM THIS YEAR

LONG LIVE ST JOSEPH 

&

HAVE A BEAUTIFUL PILGRIM WITH HIM THIS YEAR

A Loving Tribute to

a marvelous Man of interiority

Composed by Sr Marina Akho Manyahrii, FMA
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